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Youth PROMISE Act Will Radically Reduce 
Youth Violence, Crime and Incarceration
In the United States, homicide is the second leading cause of death for children age 10-24. Of that age group, homicide is the leading cause of death for African-Americans. 
Of those arrested for murder in the U.S. 52% are 25 years old or younger [Centers for Disease Control and Prevention].
The murder of 26 first graders in Newtown, CT and other such highly visible tragedies are just the tip of the iceberg of violence in America. These loud emergencies mask a more silent drumbeat of violence and mayhem plaguing many American communities daily, where more than 30,000 of us die each year from gun violence.  Our nation continues to ask, “What can we do to prevent this senseless carnage and the ensuing despair?”  

That question was in part answered by 50 policy makers, researchers, practitioners, analysts, and law enforcement officials from across the nation focused on crime and its prevention.  They provided input into the bi-partisan Youth PROMISE Act (Prison Reduction through Opportunities, Mentoring, Intervention, Support, and Education) which was introduced into the U.S. House (H.R. 1318) by Congressmen Bobby Scott (D- VA) and Walter Jones (R-NC), and into the U.S. Senate (S. 1307) by Senators Mary Landrieu (D-LA) and James Inhofe (R-OK).

The most comprehensive plan in our time for rescuing children from youth violence:
This legislation will interrupt the cradle to prison pipeline by implementing evidence-based prevention and intervention strategies and requiring local leadership and oversight. The Youth PROMISE Act allows for custom-tailored solutions for each community. All credible research shows that a continuum of evidenced-based prevention and intervention programs for at-risk youth will greatly reduce crime and save much more than they cost. 
"We must act to stop the heartbreaking cycle of violence that traps so many of our young people," Sen. Mary Landrieu said. "Studies show that early childhood programs, summer school programs, mentoring, after-school programs and job-training programs can lead to decreased youth arrests. The Youth PROMISE Act invests in programs like these that we know to be effective, as well as efforts to bring together community members and organizations concerned with the safety and welfare of children."

This bill helps ensure we are funding programs that save lives and give every young person the opportunity to meet his or her potential.
For more information visit: www.youthpromiseaction.org
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LA Sheriff Leroy David "Lee" Baca testified at a hearing before the House Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism and Homeland Security: "The Youth PROMISE Act, is perhaps ... from a criminal justice reform perspective ... the most significant legislative act that this Congress will ever have considered in the history of the Congress."
Why does America have Highest Rates of Youth Crime, Violence and Incarceration in the Developed World?
“Tough on Crime” laws are not reducing crime. Stiffer penalties, longer prison sentences, and the construction of more jails, have only resulted in higher incarceration rates and no substantial reduction in youth violence. The United States continues to have youth violence rates that are significantly higher than any other developed country.

The US incarcerates more juveniles than any of the next ten leading industrialized countries, and is the only nation on Earth that incarcerates juveniles for life. [Juvenile Life Without Parole, Center for Childrens’ Law and Policy]
"For far too long, Congress has chosen to play politics by enacting "tough on crime" slogans whose impacts range from a negligible reduction in crime to an increase in crime,” said Congressman Robert “Bobby” Scott. “As a result, the United States now has the highest average incarceration rate of any nation in the world and the cost of incarceration in this country has risen to over $65 billion a year.”
The International Centre for Prison Studies found that the U.S. has the highest incarceration rate in the world – higher than Iran, Iraq and China combined.

Psychologists report that children exposed to street violence show the same kind of post-traumatic stress disorder we see in veterans who’ve returned from combat.
A World Health Organization Report found that U.S. youth homicide rates are ten times higher than other leading industrial countries – despite the U.S.'s significantly higher GDP, material resources, and crime laws.

The Centers for Disease Control found in 2006, 52% of those arrested for murder were under the age of twenty-five and 64.8% of those arrested for robbery were under the age of twenty-five.

In 2007 Congressman Scott began to write comprehensive legislation that would reduce youth violence. His committee and office took evidence from over 50 crime policy makers, researchers, practitioners, analysts, and law enforcement officials from across the political spectrum concerning evidence and research based strategies to reduce youth violence and crime. 

According to the Youth Law Center, “We cannot prosecute and imprison our way out of the gang problem. If we could, California would not remain the gang capitol of the world after all these years. We have the most extensive system of gang information, gang prosecution, and special law enforcement units in the world, as well as the longest sentences and greatest variety of gang sentencing enhancements. We also continue to have the most gang members.”
What are some of the Leading Edge Methods for Reducing Violence, Crime and Incarceration?
Pennsylvania recently adopted a similar approach to what the Youth PROMISE Act could support, and over a ten-year period they saved $5 for every $1 invested.
 Within two years of implementing a Restorative Discipline program in a West Philadelphia High School, incidents of assault and disorderly conduct dropped more than 65%.
  
A study by the non-partisan Washington State Institute for Public Policy found that for every dollar spent on county juvenile detention systems, $1.98 of “benefits” was achieved in terms of reduced crime and the cost of crime to taxpayers. By contrast, mentoring programs produced $3.36 of benefits for every dollar spent, while deeper interventions such as multi-systemic therapy, an intensive family and community-based treatment program that focuses on addressing all environmental systems that impact chronic and violent juvenile offenders, produced $13 of benefits, for every dollar spent.
The Community Conferencing Center in Baltimore, Maryland, works to support communities and individuals in realizing they can safely and effectively resolve conflicts themselves. Through the use of community conferences (a Restorative Justice method), it provides a forum in which those who have caused harm, those who have been harmed, and their respective supporters can find ways to repair damage caused and minimize future harm. Use of community conferencing has resulted in a 60% reduction in recidivism in young offenders compared to similar juvenile justice cases in the traditional juvenile justice system.

These kinds of results are what the Youth PROMISE Act will achieve, nationwide. 
Key Elements of Youth PROMISE Act
✔PROVEN INTERVENTION/PREVENTION PROGRAMS

✔   METRICALLY EVALUATED PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  
✔LOCAL OVERSIGHT/LEADERSHIP

✔CUSTOM-TAILORED PROMISE PLANS

The act creates a PROMISE Advisory Panel that will aid the selection of grantees and will develop standards of evaluation for intervention and prevention programs. The Advisory Panel will collect data for designated geographic areas to assess needs and existing resources for prevention and intervention.

In keeping with the overwhelming evidence that all peacebuilding programs fail without local community oversight and leadership: the act calls for the creation of PROMISE Coordinating Councils (PCCs) within those communities facing the greatest youth violence and crime. These Councils must have representatives (where possible) from: the local chief executive’s office, a local educational agency, a local health agency or provider, a local mental health agency or provider, a local public housing agency, a local law enforcement agency, a local child welfare agency, a local juvenile court, a local juvenile prosecutor’s office, a private juvenile residential care entity, a local juvenile public defender’s office, a State juvenile correctional entity, a local business community representative, and a local faith-based community representative.

In addition, there must be representatives who are parents of children with an interest in the local juvenile or criminal justice systems; along with members from nonprofit community-based organizations that provide effective delinquency prevention and intervention to youth in the community.

Using established research and proven intervention and prevention programming PCCs will develop a custom-tailored PROMISE plan for their community that will be evaluated for performance standards by the Advisory Panel in partnership with colleges and universities as regional research partners.

The authorization of H.R. 1318 & S. 1307 ensures that it will not be temporary “band-aid” measure. Research has documented that long-term investments, such as the Youth PROMISE Act, yield tremendous savings through the resulting reductions in youth violence, delinquency, crime, welfare, prison, and health recuperation costs.
“Congress now has the opportunity, and the corresponding obligation, to honor the lives of our lost children by enacting policies and practices that recognize and address the violence youth experience every day in communities around this country. We must stop this preventable and inexcusable carnage once and for all. We must demand that Congress pass the Youth PROMISE Act.” ~ Robin Wright
For more information about The Peace Alliance, see www.peacealliance.org
� The Economic Return on PCCD’s Investment in Research-based Programs http://prevention.psu.edu/pubs/docs/PCCD_Report2.pdf


� Restorative Practices and the Transformation at West Philadelphia High School http://www.iirp.edu/article_detail.php?article_id=NjA5





